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Statement Issued by the Syrian NGO Alliance (SNA)

On the Lifting of Sanctions Imposed on Syria under
the “Caesar Syria Civilian Protection Act”

The Syrian NGO Alliance (SNA) welcomes the inclusion of the repeal of the Caesar Act in the National Defense Authorization Act
(NDAA) approved by the U.S. House of Representatives on December 2025 ,10. SNA views this as an important step toward
supporting Syria’s economic and social recovery, pending completion of the legislative process and approval by the U.S. Senate.
This decision marks a key moment in the country’s path toward recovery and rebuilding.

The Caesar Act was introduced in a different political and economic context and initially aimed to protect civilians, support the
resilience of the Syrian people, and limit violations by the Assad regime and its affiliates. However, following the fall of the Assad
regime on December 2024 ,8, and Syria’s transition into @ new phase focused on recovery and rebuilding institutions, it has
become necessary to reassess these measures. Over time, excessive compliance with the sanctions caused their impact to
extend beyond their intended targets, placing a heavy burden on civilians, limiting job opportunities, disrupting humanitarian
response, and constraining the work of civil society and national institutions.

The repeal of the Act opens new opportunities for citizens and institutions by removing barriers to economic activity, services,
and recovery efforts. It creates space for renewed economic openness, increased investment, and job creation, and strengthens
society’s ability to address the economic, social, and humanitarian challenges left by years of conflict.

Since the beginning of this new phase, SNA has advocated for lifting the Act based on the country’s political transformation and
on field and technical assessments showing its negative effects on key sectors and on the ability of national organizations to
carry out their work. Today, this step offers a real opportunity to improve economic and social stability and to enable institutions
to operate more effectively.

SNA recognizes ongoing international efforts to pursue accountability for war crimes and emphasizes that lifting sanctions must
go hand in hand with strengthening transitional justice and protecting the rights of Syrian society. In this context, SNA reaffirms
its commitment to working with local and international partners to ensure that this decision leads to real change on the ground.
It calls for clear and swift executive steps to complete sanctions lifting, including updated regulations and clear guidance for
financial institutions and relevant actors, to ensure restrictions are effectively removed in practice. SNA also stresses the
importance of directing international support toward economic recovery and essential services, and of empowering national
institutions and civil society to play a leading role in this phase, so that this development results in tangible and lasting
improvements in the lives of Syrians.
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